
Writing at 
Peters Hill



At Peters Hill, our writing curriculum 
strives towards the following aims:

• For children to be informed and empowered to find their 
writer's voice.

• To understand how reading, writing and oracy are 
inextricably linked.

• Ensure that writing is not taught in isolation but rooted in 
rich topics and themes that give purpose.

• To stimulate imagination and deepen the motivation to 
write.

• To develop opportunities for quality writing across a range 
of subjects using a selection of genres appropriately to 
enhance the teaching sequence.

• To use clear age appropriate grammar, spelling and 
punctuation across all writing.

• To develop consistent legible kinetic letters style 
handwriting in all written work across all subjects.

• To develop an awareness and understanding of audience 
during the writing process.

• To draw on wider reading opportunities to enhance written 
outcomes.

• To develop a strong sense of a sustained and coherent 
narrative.



We believe that in writing, all 
children should:

• Be inspired by a range of texts that give the opportunity 
for children to respond and communicate ideas through 
high quality writing.

• Be taught, through quality modelling and careful 
planning to communicate in a number of genres, using 
challenging and age appropriate vocabulary, grammar 
and punctuation.

• Understand the value of writing as a form of 
communication and always be given purposeful writing 
opportunities.

• Be able to handwrite fluently and legibly through careful 
teaching of Kinetic Letters.

• Be inspired to write through a rich variety of 
experiences.

• Be encouraged to reflect on written outcomes and 
evaluate these both collaboratively and independently.



We follow the 10 principles set 
out by the Centre for Literacy in 
Primary Education (CLPE)

1 - Understand the role reading plays in developing writers 
and the value of being immersed in quality literature

2 - Ensure children have experience of a breadth of texts 
including those that are visual and digital

3 - Provide a range of meaningful opportunities to write 
for real purposes and audiences and to respond to writing 
as a reader

4 - Develop an understanding of the craft of writing by 
engaging with professional authors and their processes 

5 - Understand and model the processes of writing 
authentically

6 - Support children to identify as writers and develop 
their own authentic voice

7 - Give children time and space to develop their own 
writing ideas

8 - Use creative teaching approaches that build 
imagination and give time for oral rehearsal

9 - Ensure the teaching of phonics, grammar and spelling 
is embedded in context

10 - Celebrate writing through authentic publication and 
presentation across platforms



Children become proficient 
writers through a focus on the 
following learning pathways;

Pathway 1 – Spelling
Pathway 2 – Organisation
Pathway 3 – Purpose
Pathway 4 - Word
Pathway 5 – Grammar
Pathway 6 – Handwriting



Writing – Our expectations

1 – 2 Working towards (Simple Ideas)

A child who is working towards the expected standard will focus on one relevant aspect at a time.  The ideas 
are often simple and underdeveloped. They do not link. 

3 - Age related but not secure (Relational Ideas)

A child who is working at this standard will focus on several relevant aspects of writing but treat them 
independently from each other. The ideas may link but may be disjointed at times throughout the writing.

4. Age related (Making Multiple Links)

An age related child will demonstrate that different aspects have become integrated in to a coherent whole. 
This will be across the key pathways of Spelling, Organisation, Purpose, Word, Grammar and Handwriting. 

5. Greater Depth (Expert understanding)

A child will demonstrate a higher level of abstraction through…

• Autonomy and Independence

• Direction and Control

• Imagination and Voice

• Sustaining the genre



Year 1 – End Points

I can write what is read 
aloud to me, including 
tricky words and words 

that I have to sound out. 

I use the rules for adding -s 
and -es . 

I can add the suffixes - ed, -
ing, -er, -est to root words. 

I can spell the days of the 
week. I can spell words 

using the 40+ phonemes 
that I know. 

I can spell most of the 100 
high frequency words. 

I can use the prefix 'un’. 

I can rehearse out loud 
before writing my ideas 

down. 

My writing can be read 
without mediating. 

I can use a simple structure 
in my writing e.g.

beginning, middle and end 
or instructions in the right 

order. 

I can write more than one 
sentence about an idea. 

I can convey basic 
information and ideas 

through appropriate word 
choices. 

I can share what I have 
written with an adult. I can 
use some basic descriptive 

language - colour, size, 
simple emotions. 

I can make some 
appropriate word choices 

from word banks, class lists 
and sentence openers. 

I can read my writing out 
loud clearly and check if it 

makes sense. 

I can use capital letters for 
names of people, places, 

days of the week and 
personal pronoun - I. 

I can begin to punctuate 
sentences with 

exclamation marks and 
question marks. 

I can begin to punctuate 
sentences, using a capital 

letter and a full stop. 

I can join words and 
clauses using the 
conjunction 'and’. 

I can begin to form lower 
case letters in the correct 

direction, starting and 
finish in the right place. 

I can form capital letters.
I can hold a pencil 

comfortably and correctly 
when sitting at a table. 

I can form digits 0-9, 
starting and finishing in the 

right place.
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Year 2 – End Points

I can spell the simple 
homophones/near 

homophones e.g there, 
their, they're. 

I can spell most of the 
common tricky/exception 

words. 

I can use the possessive 
apostrophe for a singular 
person - the girl's book. 

I can spell 10 words with 
contractions - it's, can't, 

won't, they're etc. 

I can write what is read 
aloud to me, including 

tricky words, words that 
have to sound out and use 

the correct basic 
punctuation. 

I can add suffixes to spell 
longer words -eg. -ment, -

ful, -less, -ly. 

I can use connectives and 
prepositions that signal 

time e.g. then, after, before, 
in, on. 

I can use the conjunctions -
or and - but to link my 

ideas. 

I can use a simple structure in 
my writing e.g. beginning, 

middle, end, or instructions in 
the correct order. The 

organisation reflects the 
purpose of the writing e.g.

newspaper features. 

I can think about and plan 
what I am going to write 

before writing it. 

I can think about the 
different styles needed for 
different types of writing. 

I am beginning to use 
different types of language 

across different types of 
writing e.g. story language, 

nonfiction. 

I can identify whether a 
sentence is a command, 

statement, exclamation or 
question. 

I know who my writing is 
for (intended audience). 

I can use interesting 
adjectives to describe 

people, objects and setting. 

I can use interesting 
adverbs to describe actions. 

I can show evidence of 
using simple similes - It was 

as yellow as the sun. 

I can use the present and 
past tenses correctly. I can 

use commas in a list. 

I can use question marks 
and exclamation marks 

correctly. I can consistently 
use full stops and capital 

letters correctly in my 
sentences. 

I can use apostrophes for 
contracted forms and the 

possessive (singular) form -
the girl's book. 

I am beginning to join 
letters in my writing. 

I can write capital and lower 
case letters of the correct 

size and orientation.

I can use spacing between 
words that reflects the size 

of the letters. 

I can form lower case letters 
of the correct size, relative 
to one another. My writing 

can be read without 
mediating.
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Year 3 – End Points

I can spell words ending 
in - tion, -sion, -cian, -

ssion. 

I can use the prefixes dis-, 
mis-, in- and im

I can spell the next 22 
sets of homophones/near 

homophones e.g.
accept/except. 

I can use the first two or 
three letters of a word to 

check the spelling in a 
dictionary. 

I can make additions, 
revisions and 

improvements to my 
writing. 

I can begin to use an 
appropriate opening and 

ending. 

I can use simple 
connectives (e.g. Also, as 

well, because) to link 
ideas logically. 

The organisation reflects 
the purpose of the wiring 
- a newspaper report has 

a headline, a by-line, 
introduction and recount 

of events. 

I can begin to use 
paragraphing in narrative 

writing - e.g. for a new 
location in a story. 

I can group similar 
information together in 

paragraphs in non fiction
writing. Some evidence of 
viewpoint is established. 

I can include relevant, 
imaginative detail - e.g.

direct speech, description 
of a setting and feelings, 

humour, surprise or 
suspense. 

I am beginning to 
understand how to write 
for different audiences 
and different purposes. 

My vocabulary is 
interesting and provides 

some clarity for the 
reader e.g. stumble 

instead of walk. 

I can use appropriate 
words to support the text 
type - e.g. use imperative 
verbs in instruction texts. 

I can modify nouns by 
one or more precise 

adjectives - a loud wailing 
sound. 

I can use interesting 
adverbs to describe 

actions. 

I can write and punctuate 
complex sentences using 

a wider range of 
prepositions and 

conjunctions - e.g.
although, if. 

I can use a range of 
different sentence 

starters. 

I can proof red for errors. 
I can edit my writing to 

check that it makes sense. 

I can write the date and 
title and underline both 

for every piece of writing. 

I only use capital letters 
when appropriate.
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Year 4 – End Points

I can use the possessive 
apostrophe correctly in 

regular and irregular plurals -
e.g. children's shoes and girls' 

shoes. 

I can use the siffixes -ly, -
ation, - ous. 

I can spell the next 22 sets of 
homophones/near 
homophones - e.g.

accept/except. 

I can write correctly spelt and 
punctuated sentences as 
dictated by my teacher. 

I can spell all of the Year 3 
and 4 word list. 

I can use paragraphs to 
organise my stories into an 

introduction, build up, 
conflict and resolution. 

In non-fiction, I can write a 
clear introduction, followed 

by logical points, drawing to a 
defined conclusion. 

I can plan how to structure 
my writing to meet the 

purpose. 

I can use some of the 'Tricks 
of the trade' for a given style 

to ensure that the style of 
writing is evident. 

I can evaluate how effective 
my writing is, by referring to 
the features of a given text 
type and make necessary 

improvements. 

In narrative, my writing 
creates settings, insights into 
characters and develops the 
plot through blending, rather 

than telling the reader. 

I can use adventurous and 
varied vocabulary to engage 

the reader. 

I can use a choice of 
pronouns or nouns to avoid 

repetition. 

I can use a thesaurus to 
improve my choice of words 

and to expand my vocabulary. 

I can use commas after 
fronted adverbials. 

I can use and punctuate 
direct speech with inverted 

commas. 

I can write in standard English 
forms for verb inflections -
e.g. we were instead of we 

was. 

I can use a range of sentence 
structures - simple, 

compound and complex. 

I can use diagonal and 
horizontal strokes that are 

needed to join letters.
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Year 5 – End Points

I know and use the 'I 
before e' rule following a c. 

I can spell words with the 
endings -cious and -tious. 

I can spell words with 
silent letters. 

I can spell words with the 
letter string -ough. 

In narrative, I can shape a 
story using paragraphs to 
show shifts in time, place 

and action. 

I can use connectives, 
within a paragraph, to link 

the sentences - e.g. in 
addition, finally, therefore. 

Within paragraphs, I can 
sustain and develop my 

ideas around a topic 
sentence. 

I can blend dialogue with 
action and description to 

convey character and 
move the story forward. 

In my writing, the setting is 
used to create mood. 

I can use devices to engage 
the reader - e.g. repetition 

for effect, rhetorical 
question, etc. 

I can write in a given style 
successfully. 

I can manipulate sentence 
structures for effect, to suit 

the purpose. 

I can use a thesaurus 
independently to choose 

words for deliberate effect. 

My vocabulary choices are 
more thoughtful and 

enhance meaning. 

I can use expanded noun 
phrases to convey relevant 

information concisely. 

I can use a range of 
sentence structures -
short, compound and 

complex. 

I can use commas more 
accurately to separate 

clauses - e.g. subordinate, 
embedded and relative. 

I can use colons and semi 
colons when writing lists. 

I can ensure the consistent 
and correct use of tense 

throughout a piece of 
writing. 

I can edit for spelling, 
punctuation and grammar 

errors and suggest 
improvements to my own 

and others' writing. 

I prepare myself and my 
work area to enable the 

required level of 
presentation.
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Year 6 – End Points

I can spell all of the year 5 
and 6 word list. 

I can spell words with the 
endings -cial and -tial. 

I can spell words with the 
endings -ible and -able. 

I can regularly and 
independently make use 
of a dictionary to check 

the spelling and meaning 
of words. 

I can link my ending with 
a range of references to 
the start of my writing. 

I can create my own plan 
appropriate to the 

audience and purpose. 

I can make links between 
paragraphs in non-fiction 

writing - e.g. a topic 
sentence links to the 

linking sentence from the 
previous paragraph. 

I can use the setting and 
weather as a 'sympathetic 

background' to the 
characters situations - e.g.

thunderstorms for the 
dangerous parts with the sun 
coming out when all is well. 

My writing is well paced. 

My writing is well 
constructed and shows a 

secure grasp of the 
chosen genre. 

I can make assertive use 
of the characteristic 
language and of the 

chose text type. 

When editing, I recognise 
how changing the word 
choice can enhance the 
meaning of the writing. 

I can use vocabulary that 
is varied, imaginative and 
appropriate, including use 
of technical and specific 

words. 

I can recognise 
vocabulary that is 

appropriate for formal 
speeches and writing. 

I can use brackets, dashes 
or commas to indicate 

parenthesis. 

I can choose passive 
verbs, when appropriate, 
to affect the presentation 

of information in a 
sentence. 

I can recognise sentence 
structures that are 

appropriate for formal 
speech and writing - e.g. 

If I were. 

I can use semi colons, 
colons or dashes to mark 

boundaries between 
independent clauses. 

The direction (or slant) of 
my handwriting is 

consistent across a piece 
of work.

My handwriting is clear 
and legible every time I 

write. 

I can choose the writing 
implement that is best 

suited for a task. 

I can maintain holding a 
pencil/pen correctly.
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